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HELCOM BalticBOOST Workshop on the HOLAS II Biodiversity assessment 
tool 
Time: Wednesday 14 September 14:00 – Thursday 15 September 18:00 
Venue: NIVA Denmark Water Research, Copenhagen, Denmark 

 

Aims 
The workshop will evaluate the development of the biodiversity assessment tool and provide finalizing 
feedback on the planned assessment of biodiversity to be carried out as part of HOLAS II in early 2017.  

More specifically, the workshop will: 

- evaluate the outcome of testing different structures of the tool  
- consider the indicators to be included in the assessment  
- detail the needed remaining steps to operationalize the biodiversity assessment tool 
- consider outputs from the tool and how to include information on uncertainty and confidence in 

the assessment. 
 

The Workshop will be held from 14:00 on 14 September 2016, to 18:00 on 15 September, 2016 at the 
premises of NIVA Denmark Water Research (Ørestads Boulevard 73) in Copenhagen, Denmark.  

The Contracting Parties are welcome to invite participants to the Workshop as needed in order to meet the 
aims of the Workshop. 

The Workshop will be chaired by Mr. Samuli Korpinen, Finland, under the HELCOM BalticBOOST project. 

 
Background 
HOLAS II runs from December 2014 to June 2018. The project will assess the overall environmental status 
of the Baltic Sea and its pressures, and evaluate progress in relation to the goals of the Baltic Sea Action 
Plan (BSAP). It will be developed so that it can also be used by Contracting Parties also being EU Member 
States in the reporting under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). One main focus during 
2016 is to develop methods and tools for carrying out the assessments, including the thematic assessment 
of biodiversity status.  

The biodiversity assessment tool is developed under the BalticBOOST project, which is coordinated by 
HELCOM and co-financed by the EU and runs from September 2015 to December 2016. (The Baltic Sea 
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project to boost regional coherence of marine strategies through improved data flow, assessments, and 
knowledge base for development of measures). The work package on biodiversity assessment within 
BalticBOOST supports the HOLAS II project by developing and proposing methodological approaches for 
integrated assessment of biodiversity. 

Guidance to the tool development is provided by the HELCOM State and Conservation Working group, the 
HOLAS II core team, and through expertise from the Contracting Parties through two HELCOM BalticBOOST 
workshops, this workshop being the second one. Based on previous guidance a set of tests have been 
carried out by BalticBOOST to support development of the tool for use in HOLAS II and the results of the 
test will be evaluated at the workshop (Outcome of HELCOM BalticBOOST Biodiv WS 1-2016, Outcome of 
STATE & CONSERVATION 6-2016, Outcome of HOLAS II 5-2016). The tests take into consideration the 
evolving European Commission Decision on GES criteria. 

 

Practical information 
Participants are kindly requested to register to the Workshop by 26 August, 2016. Please register by 
answering the Participation Survey, available via this link. First time participants will first need sign up to 
the HELCOM Meeting Portal in order to obtain relevant rights to fill in the Survey and get access to 
Workshop documents. Please find here instructions for first time Meeting Portal users. 

Information on how to get to the premises of NIVA Denmark can be found here. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20BalticBOOST%20Biodiv%20WS%201-2016-324/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20BalticBOOST%20Biodiv%20WS%201-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%204-2016-320/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE-CONSERVATION%204-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%204-2016-320/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE-CONSERVATION%204-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%205-2016-347/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%205-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/BalticBOOST%20Biodiv%20WS%202-2016-374/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/default.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
http://niva-denmark.dk/contact-us/
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Provisional Agenda 
Wednesday 14 September 
14:00 
 

Arrival and words of welcome 
 
Workshop outline and way forward of the HOLAS II biodiversity 
assessment  
 
Structure of the Biodiversity Assessment Tool (BEAT 3.0), including test 
scenarios, aggregation methods and spatial assessment scales 
 
Presentation of the R-based tool (BEAT 3.0) 
 

18:00 End of day 1  
Thursday 15 September 
9:30-12:30  

Evaluation of results from the BalticBOOST case studies 
 
Approach for estimating uncertainties and confidence in the assessment 
 
Progress with the web workspace for the tool 

 
12:30-13:30 Lunch break 

13:30-18:00  
Planned outputs from the assessment  
 
Conclusions and further steps  
 

18:00 End of Workshop 
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